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I N T R O D U C T I O N ,  

I N  the clearness of its general plan, and the 

straightforwardness of its architectural design 
-* the great Siva Temple at Tanjore differsi' 


considerably from the involved and bewildering 
styles so often found to characterise Dravidian 
buildings of the kind. T h e  Brihatisvara Tem
ple, as the vast Siva shrine is called,-stands 
out prominently from all others in South India 
by reason of the purity of its lines, and  the 
harmony of its conception. There is no danger 
of the stranger losing his way amid a maze of 
pillars, or labyrinth of corridors. He has but 
t o  enter the large gateway to the east, and 
walk straight on until he reaches the spacious 
open quadrangle wherein stands the temple of 
the God himself. B y  the time that he has 
made the circuit of this he will have seen all 
that  there is to be seen. H e  will have gazed 
in wonder a t  the splendid central shrine, with 
its innumerable carved figures, its inscriptions, 
its signs and its symbols. H e  will have peered 
into the many smaller edifices, and made the 
tour of the long cloisters with their picture 
painted walls. There will be nothing he will 
not have seen. How much, however, will he 
have understood? In the hope of enabling 
many people to answer this vexed question in 
a satisfactory manner I have penned the 
following lines, 

H. A. NEWELL, 
Major, Indian Army. 



SOME PRESS O P l N I O N S  
The  ' I  Times of Tndia " say.; -

Guide Books t o  India .  

The .. Hindu .. says :- ..................an!. tra\.cllclr \ \ i l l  lie 
saved the vexatious xvaste of energy, tirnc ant1 iiiviic!. \ \  Iiicli ine1.i-
tably follows his ignorance of the plncc: nnii  tile tlncert:liilty as to 
the sequence in which the various objects are L O  he \.isiteil, .  ...... 
the get-up is very neat." *jx. 7% 

The " Pioneer" says :-- ". . . . . . . . . . . .3Iajor Sc\\ .cl l 'sllttlc hand 
books supply him (tra\reller) \\,it11 a \\.ell-ortlcretl it::-.crary.. ...... 
They are excellently printed.. ................ 

t c 
The " Madras Times ?' says :- ' ' 

Admirable little book." 
\ielcorne p~1l)lirntinn........ 

jx. *. 'C 

The " Madras Mail " says :- These \ o ~ t l ~ ~ ~ c s . .............
Seem likely to be of use to trar-ellers."* * t 


The .. Civil and Military Gazette " : ............very usefulGuides." 



CCOKDING to legend Tanjore derives its name 
from a giant, or rakshasan, who once made 
his home there. H e  was killed by Vishnu, 

and with his  last dying breath requested that a city 
might be built which should be called after him. Less 
picturesque but more probable is the suggestion that 
Tanjore really means City of Refuge, in which case it 
takes its title from the word tanjam, signifying refuge. 

Of extreme antiquity the town occupies a peculiarly 
flat site 218 miles south-west of Madras. I ts  chief 
interest, in the eyes of visitors from over seas, lies in 
its temples, its palace and its beautiful brass work. Of 
the many shrines, for which the place is famous, only' 
four or five are dedicated to the worship of Vishnu. 

The majority of the inhabitants are Hindus, of whom 
fully two-thirds are Saivites. How far the followers of 
the Creator and Destroyer outnumber those of the 
Preserver may be ascertained by a glance at  the sect 
marks, which adherents of the two popular deities wear 
in order to distinguish themselves, and proclaim to the 
world their particular culte. 

Those who honour Vishnu as " Lord of All " draw a 
curiously shaped V, in the centre of their foreheads, 
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" I am the God of the sensuous fire 
That  moulds all nature in forms divine : 

The  symbols of death and of man's desire, 
The  springs of change in the world are mine ,  

The  organs of birth and the circlet of bones , 
And the light loves carved on the temple stones." 

SIR A. L Y A L L .  

T h e  great Siva Temple a t  Tanjore is not considered 
particularly sacred. This is all the more surprising as 
not a booth is to be found within its walls, and it is one 
of the finest, best ordered and most beautiful shrines in 
South India. The  idiosyncrasy is accounted for by a 
legend to the effect that in the early days of its history 
Appar, the famous Saivite saint, was refused admittance. 
No reason is assigned for the strange refusal. The  result, 
however, was disastrous in the extreme. T h e  holy man 
retaliated with that most deadly weapon-silence. . 
&'either in his hymns nor in any of those of the other 
sacred poets of the Siva sect is allusion made to the 
temple, hence it IS not invested with that odour of sanc 
tity which mention by the inspired religious writers ot 
olden time alone can impart. 

HE Shrine was founded in the tenth century by 
Itiijariija I. This monarch reigned from A. I>. 
985 to 1013. H e  was the greatest of all the 

long line of Chola kings, a dynasty which appears to 
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1. 
H E  Siva gopuram gives admittance to a spa

cious central quadrangle containing the temple 
proper, and a number of other interesting and 

important buildings. This large courtyard measures 
500 feet by 250 feet. I t  is surrounded by cloisters and 
1s paved throughout with brick. The  solid encircling 
walls are decorated, round the top, with no less than one 
thousand and eight stone bulls. 

EAR the south-east corner of the quadrangle 
stands a big square well. Eeyond and north 
of this is a raised stone platform approached 

by four steps, and enclosed by a railing. This JS  the 
stage upon which the far-famed Nautch Girls dance 
during the great annual festival in April. 

ACING the great Siva Temple is a white-
washed pavilion gaily painted and supported 
by numerous pillars. I t  contains the mam

moth bull, Nandi, about which such marvellous tales 
are told. The  huge animal sacred to Siva is cut out of a 
particularly solid mass of hornblendic gneiss, and is 
193 feet long, 8&feet broad, and over 12 feet high. 
Numerous bells are carved round its neck, and altogether 
it is a very fine and imposing figure. I t  owes its colour 
to the fact that it is constantly polished with gingelly oil. 
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back of the statue is pointed out ;is irrcfuti~hlc c\.ideIice 
of the truth of the story. lilootl is still s:tid t o  triclcle 
from the old wound in proof of t h c  t i tc t  t h t ,  although 
severely injured, the toad is still Ct1ii.c: aitt.r- ;t I;t[)se of 
some nine hundred odd years. 

M M E D I A T E L Y  111 front o f  the ~\.ondt.rful 
bull, Nandi, stands a large gr;tn~wpedestal 
supporting a tall flag-staff‘ cxst 111 bronze. 

The four sides depict characterlstlc S ~ I LItc iicures. T h e  
onwestern face portrays Siva and 1’x-Lat1 I I C ~ L I I ~  the 

sacred bull. T o  the south Siibrnmtnn1,L and his two 
wives are shown seated on a peacocli. ’1.0 the east 
Ganesh is seen mounted on a I I ~ O U S ~ ,JvhiIe to the north is 
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Chandikasaram, Sixra’s faithful messenger, armed with 
a hatchet. 

HE temple proper does not occupy the exact 
centre of the courtyard. Instead it is set 
slightly back towards the west. In common 

with nearlyall buildings of the kind it faces the rising 
sun, the principal entrance being to the east. I t  is 
distinguished by a tower, similar in design to the 
Gopurams over the gateways. This rises fourteen storeys 
and attains a height of 216 feet. The supporting struc
ture is 96 feet square. Crowning all is a gold tipped dome 
carved out of a single block of granite, and said to 
weigh 80 tons! This  gigantic stone was brought from 
Sarapallam, a village four miles away. It was conveyed 
from there by means of an inclined plane and it took 
twelve years of strenuous and patient labour to raise it 
to the summit. The space at the base of the dome is so 
wide that a four-wheeled wagon could be driven round it 
with ease. Each corner of the tower, immediately below 
the dome, is decorated with the granite figures of two 
bulls, the animal sacred to Siva. 

U T S I D E  the temple, and resting against its 
south wall, is a small shrine, approached by a 
steep and precipitous flight of twenty-one stone 

steps. This  is the sanctuary of Thachanamorty, the God 
who always turns his face towards the south. 
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LA4RGI-I:and remarkably beautiful temple to 
Subramannia-occupies a north-westerly posi
tion in! the::quadrangle. Standing west of 

tliis, and looking up at  the great wall of the Siva temple, 
four figures may be described rising one above another 
in a straight line. T h e  lowest is much larger than the 
others, which gradually decrease in size, finally termi
nating in a man’s head crowned by a bowler hat. T h e  
man wears a beard, and bears a fanciful resemblance to 
King Edward. 

I t  is claimed that the masons responsible for the 
carvings were inspired by a vision of the four dynasties 
destined to rule over Tanjore. The  first is the tallest, 
and represents a warrior standing with drawn sword. 
T h i s  is supposed to symbolise the Chola kings, whose 
reign lasted for so many hundreds of years. T h e  second 
figure is that of the Nayak rajas, the third of the Mar&
thas, and the fourth of the L3ritish. 

I 

A less fanciful interpretation of the phenomenon of 
finding a European carved upon an ancient IIindu 
Temple is that it represents a Dane, who rendered valu
able assistance to one of the Nayak Rajas either just 
before, or shortly after the acquisition of Tranquebar, 
by Denmark, in 1620. I t  is a fact beyond dispute that 
Roelant Crape, the pioneer of Danish enterprise in the 
country, had spent part of his youth a t  the Court of 
Tanjore. 



H E base of the great temple is closely co\.ered 
with inscriptions. These date froin the 10th 
century, and were coturnenced 11)- It,i~.irajaI, 

the founder of the sanctuary. The! 1 1 ~ 1e been copied 
by the Government Epigraphist, a11d translations xre to 

L(


be found in the volutuinou.; work e1ltltled, South of 
India Inscriptions.” 

UILT about a century Inter t lnn  the big 
Siva Temple the beautiful shr iiic t o  Subrn
mannia well deserves special notice. Its 

walls are completely covered in the most dclicnte and 
exquisite carving. Fortunately the!. 1ia1.e xlilit. escaped 
the ruthless brush of painter and n-lute washer. S o  per
fect is every detail of the cart-ing that the petals of the 
smallest and closest flower stand out fro111 the  i i i x w n r y ,  
and a fine thread may be passed betn-een. 

Flights of steps lead up to either side of the shrine, 
but the principal entrance is to the east. This last g ~ fes 
access to a pillared hall, the upper end of which is cut 
off from the actual shrine by two doorn-n!.~ m c l  a narrow 
passage. Needless to say none but Erahmans may brave 
these barriers. 

The  walls of the hall are adorned Ivitti portraits of 
the MahrAta Rajas of Tanjore. T h e  furniture consists 
of curiously fashioned figures of birds, animals and 



legendary horses, studded with imitation jewels,-chiefly 
diamonds and rubies. They are more quaintthan beauti
ful, the most interesting things in the collection being the 
palanquin, or dandy of the last Raja, and an  elaborate 
model of the fabulous flying car of Ravana, the ten-
headed king of Ceylon. 

N the north-western portion of the big quad
rangle stands a small shrine surmounted by the 
figure of a hermit. This marks the spot where 

an eminent Yogi lies buried. 

LITTLE beyond the beautiful shrine erected, 
to Subramannia,and north-west of the celebrat
ed bull, Nandi, rises the temple of the goddess, 

Parvati. None but high caste Hindus may pass its jeal
ously guarded portals, inside which the tall figure of 
Siya’s wife stands 15 feet high. 

CURIOUS feature about the great temple a t  
Tanjore is that Sudras are admitted to the 
enclosure leading to that sanctum sanctorum 

the innermost shrine of the god himself. In  no other 
temple of the district are they accorded so uncommon a 
privilege. Another strange example of unaccustomed 
tolerance is furnished by the fact that Valaiyans,-who 
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R O N T I N G  the Si\xgang.a ,.I ; ink is ;LII open 
square planted with some firic trctLs. T o  the 
east of this lies the old JIissinn ( ~ ~ h ~ ~ t - c h .Stone 

walls enclose it on all four sides, \i.llilc its \\.estcrn fnce is 
marked by a small marble tablet. ’l‘his t l c ~ s c - ~ - ~ l ~ slion. 

the edifice was constructed in 1 7 i O  1)). the (listin;( 1  uished 
Missionary, Schwartz. The interior 01‘ t h t x  huiltling is 
very plain, but there is something disti11ctlJ. ;iitracti\.e 

about its simplicity. The west end is c1ec~or;tted\\.it11 a 



rounded by three men ancl four boys. The  scene thus 
perpetuated represents a visit paid to the dying niission
ary by Raja Sarabhoji in November 1797. Below is 
the following inscription :-

To the memory of the 

Reverend Christian Fretleric Schwartz 


Born at  Sonnenhurg of  Neumarli in the Kingdom of I’rusia 

The  26th of October 1726 

and died at  Tanjore the 13th of Febrmry  1798, 
In  the 72nd year of his age. 

Devoted from his early manhood to the office 
of Rlissionary in the East 

the similarity of his situation to t1ia.t of the 
first preachers of the Gospel 

produced in him a peculiar resemblance 
to the simple sanctity of the Apostolic character 

His natural vivacity won the affection 

as his unspotted probity and purity of life 


Alike commanded the 

Reverence of the 


Christian, Mahomedan and Fiindu 

For sovereign princes, alike Hindu ancl Maliomedan, 

selected this humble pastor 
As the medium of political negotiation with 

the British Government 
And the very marble that here records 

his virtues was raised by 
T h e  liberal affection and esteem of the 

Raja  of Tanjore 
Maharaja Sirfojee. 
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HE palace is composed of a bewildering series 
of large and rambling buildings generally 
attributed to the Nayak Rajas. Those respon

sible for its construction do not seein to have followed 
any settled plan, or to have been guided by anything more 
definite than the particular whim, or need of the moment. 
The result is confusing in the extreme, the general im
pression left on the mind being of something curious 
rather than beautiful. 

Entrance is by way of a large quadrangular courtyard. 
The encircling walls are pierced by big gateways to the 
north and east, and by a small postern in the north-west 
corner. The enclosure is planted with some old trees, 
under one of which stands an ancient elephant. This 
venerable animal belonged to the Last Maliaraja of 
Tanjore, and is nearly a hundred. The courtyard 
leads to a many-pillared hall. To  right and left of 
the main door are shrines to Lakshmi, Goddess of 
Good Fortune, and to Subramannia, also dignified by 
the title of Doctor of Wisdom. I>aintings adorn the 
high ceiling, while the outer corridor, on the west side, 
served as a guard room for sepoys and bandsmen. Over 
the central door is a large portrait of the last Raja, 
immediately below which appears a gaily painted figure 
of that all-popular deva Ganesh. 

A small inner courtyard gives access to a larger one. 
The archway between is adorned \yith a hunting picture 

I 

/
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of the last Raja. Further on yet another archway has 
its inner ~vallsenli\.ened by brilliantly coloured represent
ations of Hanuman, the Monkey God, Lakshmi and 
Krishna. 

THE DARBARHALLS. 
HE chief sights of the palace are generally 

considered to be the two great Darbar*Halls, 
called respectively after the second and third 

dynasties which ruled over Tanjore, namely, the Nayaks 
and their supplanters, the Marlithas. 

THE MARATHA HALL 
HIS handsome throne room faces a square 

courtyard, above which it is raised a couple of 
feet. A fine effect is lent by the many 

large pillars that support the lofty roof. Circular in shape 
and smootli these tall columns are colourecl a rich tone of 
red, and are entirely decorated with twining garlands of 
grapes, and vine leaves in white paint. 

From the body of the hall six brilliantly hued steps 
lead up to a stone platform, Here the huge octagonal 
columns appear in vivid tones of yellow and red, and are 
surmounted by extremely ornate tops and a variety of 
plaster figures. 

SEATS OF THE MiCHTY. 
HE centre of the platform is occupied by a 

slightly rniwd dais :~pproached by a couple 
of steps. This supports a glittering crystal 

2 
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canopy beneath which the RajG’s gilt throne and 
5u:nptuous �0)tstool stand between two le5s splendid 
seats, those of his two principal adirisers. 

The walls, in the irnmediate i-icinitv of the throne, 
are hung with immense oil p;tintlnqs Iwrtrnying- a11 tile 

kings of the Mahrrita Dynasty. 

~ O
THE ~ ~ E IN~THE~ CUPBOARD, N 
N the platform to the left of the dais is a 

wooden cupboard provided with two doors. 
This contains a pair of skeletons, tliose of the 

Raja’s nurse and her liusband. Just why the sol-ereign 
desired to preserve such grim relics of his childhood’s / 

friends is not recorded. I t  rimy have been iiiere inorbid 
fancy on his part, or the result of a promise niacle in jest 
and kept in earnest. 

THE ~ ~ ~~~~~~~ 1 ~ ~ 
ET another grim trophy is treasured in a glass 

case on a small table near the cupboard con
taining the skeletons. I t  consi.;ts of a p~’t11on 

wound about the body of a goat. This t rwedy attracted 
the Raja’s notice, during one of his hunting e.\pcditions, 
and h e  cornrnznded the bodies of both slayer and slain to 
be brought to the palace and there preserved. 

c 




0 the right of the throne hangs a large o11 
painting which depicts a Darbar presided 
oxer by ;I Raja reputed $0 charitable tllat, at 

his funeral, showers of sandal scented rain are said to  
have fallen. 

THEOUTER COURT, 
H E  open court in front of the throne room was 

used as an arena for bufldo fights. Ranis, too, 
were pitted against one another, wrestlers 

met a t  close grips, and acrobats performed many won
drous feats. 

‘Tonorth and south of the enclosure are screened off 
upper places wllence the ladies of thc zenana witne:$ctI 
the proceedings. 

THE %JAYAK HALL,  
111; Darbar Hall  of the Nayaks is much 

simpler in its general scheme of decoratlon 
than that of the MarAtlias. In  front three 

massive columns rise up to support a facade elabo
rately decorated with plaster figures. The  floor 
IS paved with aiternate squares o� black and white 
marble. 1;ive steps lead up to ;I very reniarltable slab of 
gneiss formerly occupied by  the throne, but  now used as 
a platform to support ;L h e  white marble statue of Maha
raja Sarabhoji, by the sculptor, Chantrey. Deeply 
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carved round the edge the gneiss slab is cut out of a solid 
block. I t  measures 18 feet by 16 feet, and is 2* feet 
thick. The  recess in the wall behind is filled T\ ith painted 
figures representing Rania and his beloved queen Sita, 
his three admirable brothers, and some of the leaclmg 
monkeys who rendered him such signal sen-ice in his war 
against Ravana, the demon king of Ceylon. 

The  roof of the Nayak Hall is made conspicuous by a 
curious raised platform, the place from which the 
Rajas were in the habit of flying kites, a fa\.ourite 
amusement of theirs, and one at  which, from constant 
practice, they were adepts. 

THELIBRARY. 

ACING the Nayak Hall  is the I’alace Library. 

This is of quite unusual interest. The  shelves 
contain over twenty-two thousand \ olumes. 

The majority are in Sanskrit, but there are  also rare 
editions in various Indian and European languages. 
These last include an Encyclopzdia Uritannica of the 
18th century. The  books have been catalogued by 
Doctor Burnell, and are pronounced of great value. 

In addition to the many shelves of bound volumes there 
are innumerable large cupboards completely filled with 
old time books in tablet form. These are composed of 
narrow strips of sandal wood of equal size, and are ex
quisitely inscribed with the finest and most beautifully 
characters cut with a sharp steel point. Each  tablet 



a string. Finally the precious strips are bound firmlv 
round and deposited, for still grcatcr security, in the fo!tls 
of a gaily coloured silk or cotton liandbcrchief. ~ 13e\ide% 
these sandal TI oocl tablets there are a Last cluantity com
posed of palm leaves. These are treated in a similar 
manner so far as the binding is concerned. 

According to Doctor Burnell the library represents 
the result of three hundred years collecting by the Nayak 
and MarAtha RBjus. H e  ascribes many of the palm 
leaves MSS. to the earlier period, but sets down the 
majority as belonging to the eighteenth and commence
ment of the nineteenth centuries. He considers that all 
the N Agari ICISS. should be attributed to Mxhrhta times. 
A considerable number were collected a t  Eenares by 
Raja Sirfoji, or Sarabhoji. 

T h e  Library also contains several large portfolios 
filled with interesting and valuable old colour prints. 

THECUDACOPURAM, 
HE Gudagopuram or Armoury 1 %  the tall cen

tral tower which rises :m conspicuously aha+ e 
the flat roof of the palace. Similar in design 

to the gopurams chiefly found abo\ e temple gateways it 
can be approached from several directions. One of the 
most direct is by way of a steep flight of narrow stairs 
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situatec1 in the north-west corner of the courtyard in front 
of the MahrBta Hall. 

The  tower is seven storeys high. By climbmg to the 
summit a good idea is gained of the interior construction 
of buildings of the kind. Unfortunately the steps are 
badly worn in many places rendering ascent dlficult, 

c 

and descent dangerous to any but the very sure footed. 

Each  of the seven storeys is characterised by  a domed I 
central chamber encircled by arched and pillared corri
dors. These last lessen in number as the height 
increases. A large wheel-shaped contrivance of gaily 
painted wood is attached to every ceiling. From this 
arms were suspended, while muskets were stacked 
between the surrounding colonnades, the upper parts 
of which are decorated with artistically arranged plaster 
figures, beautifully modelled and painted. Each  storey 
is treated to a different style of ornamentation. On the 
second are Cupid-like figures blowing bugles, horses ap
pear on the third, kites-the bird sacred to Vishnu-on 
the fourth, and so on. 

MADAMALLAC AI. 
UcI-1 is thename given to the curiously construct

ed tower which rises from the palace roof a t  a 
little distance beyond the Gudagopuram. It is 

six storeys high and !possesses more than a hundred verb 
narrow steps. Tradition accounts for its presence there-
by saying that it was built in order to allon. a Raja to 

c 
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gaze across a t  Trichinopoly, in fervent worship of Sri 
liangam, the deity in whose honour the splendid temple, 
near that city, was built. 

HISTORY. 
N point of view of antiquity Greece is the 011lp 

European country that can conipare with Tan
jore. Nothing, however, would be known of 

itsearly history were it not for the Tamil poets. Fortu
nately those old time chroniclers have handed dotvn clear 
and comprehensive records. These relate how the ancient 
kingdom, in South India, had attained to a high degree 
of civilisation and commercial prosperity long before tlie 
dawn of the Christian Era. 

Researches among the Tamil poets have further 
revealed that far back as the dominion of the Cllolas 
extends they were not the first masters of the country. 
Prior to their advent upon the scenes the land was occu
pied by the wild Naga race, the savages from ~~110111the 
present Kallanes and Maravans trace descent. 

Apparently the Cliolas were a body of non-Aryan 
invaders from Lower Bengal, who descended upon 
Tanjore by way of the sea. They sprang froni the same 
stock as the Clieras and Pandyas, the two rival powers 
with whom they disputed the supremacy of the south tor 
so many hundreds of years. 
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THECHOLA DYNASTY. 
HE existence of the Cliola Kingdom as far 

back as 250 �3. C. is attested by *the edicts of 
King Asolta, the mighty 13udclhist ruler of 

the widespread Mauryan Empire. I t  is probable that 
the dynasty flourished several centuries prior to that date. 
The ancient annals of Ceylon speak of the Cliolas as 
having first invaded that island 247 B. C., and again one 
hundred years later. The  country w a s  likewise known 
to the old Greeks. hlention is made of it by Plotei~ly 
A. D. 130, who gives the capital as [Jraiyur, now a 
suburb of Trichinopoly. I t  is also referred to in the 
I’eriplus Maris Erythraei about A. D. 246. 

EARLYDOMAIN. 

CCORTIING to the Tamil 

domain was not extensii e.  
comprised the greater part of Tanjore and < 

poets tlie early 
I t  seems to haye 

’I’ricliinopoly, but did not reach much beyond Conjee
veram in the north. Panal Nadir, or Land of Floods, & 
was tlie name by which it was  known. 

ANCIENT RULE. 
HE Chola kings seem to have ruled their little 

liingdoin wisely and well. I?ractically enjoy-
111giminuuity from the north the only inter

ference they hat1 to fear was from their rivals in the 
wuth,  the l’andyas and Cheras. As is inevitable between 
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near neighbours of the kind disputes were of frequent 
occurrence. Indeed there seem to have been few periods 
in their lengthy career when they were not at war with one 
or other, if not both these powers. During such short 
intervals of peace as their country enjoyed they developed 
their arts and industries, built temples and palaces, and 
carried on a trade over seas. In  glowing terms the 
Tamil poets sing of gold ladenships from far away 
ports, of vessels loaded with jewels from Ceylon, and of 
many other rare and costly luxuries in which, according 
to them, the Chola monarchs freely indulged. 

The chief energies, however, of those in authority seem 
to have been concentrated upon the construction of 
extensive and cleverly planned irrigation works, which 
they inaugurated throughout their dominions. 

KARIKALCHOLA. 
HE first of the immensely long line of Chola 

monarchs to stand out with any degree of his
torical prominence is Karikal, or Blackfoot. 

A. D. 50-95. This king owed his name to an attempt 
to murder him by fire, from which he escaped with no 
more serious damage than scorched and blackened feet. 
H e  seems to have been a chivalrous and daring leader. 
Of his victory over the combined forces of the Cheras 
and Pandyas the Tamil poets relate how, when the Chera 
King was wounded in the back, that sovereign determined
l y  set himself to die by starvation rather than survive 
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such disgrace. The  incident illustrates the high standard 
of heroism prevalent a t  that early period. 

~ ~ (TH� ~~~~~~ ~ ~ ~ 
4 R I K A L  was succeeded by his son, Nnlankilli, 

who reigned until A. D. 105. Like his father 
this king was successful in wars with his 

neighbours. 

7 less than nine princes united against Killival
lan in a determined effort to prevent his 
ascending the throne rendered 17acant by his 

father’s death. Their object was to divide the kingdom 
among themselves. Kill i~allanquelled the rebellion, 
married a princess from Ceylon, and dying without 
leaving a direct heir, was succeeded by his brother, 
Perunarkilli. 

Two more early Chola kings are spoken of by the 
Tamil poets. Their names are also recorded in ancient 
inscriptions. One is lauded as a saivite saint and a 
devotee of Vishnu, a distinction which he owes to having 
erected temples to both deities. 

ITH the advent of the Pallavas, invaders from 

the north-west who temporarily forced their 

influence upon Southern India, the Cholas 


became a subject people. Beyond paying a tribute, 


I 



however, they do not seem to have been much troublcd 
by their conquerors. 

IdAYAbA, 
OWARDS the close of the 9th century the 

Cholas regained their independence under 
Vijayala. Despite this momentous fact little 

is known of the further achievements of this monarch, 
and a like ignorance prevails with regard to his immedi
ate successor, Aditya I. 

~~~~~~~~A~ 
ARANTAKA reigned from 906 until 946. I-Ie 

extended the Chola dominions, and pursued 
his victories as far as Ceylon. Having defeat-

6 6ed the Singhalese king he styled himself a veritable 
Kama in battle.” 

FTEK Parantaka’s death the country drifted 
into an unsettled condition. Harassed by ex
ternal and internal perils it was in danger of 

losing all the advantages gained under the three pre-
ceding kings. From this it was rescued by the advent of 
Riijariija I. 985-1013. No sooner had this able prince 
assumed control than matters began to mend, and it was 
not long before the kingdom of the Cholas had entered 
upon the greatest and most prosperous period of all its 
long career. 
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The era of prosperity inaugurated by Rrijaraja conti
nued, with but one brief interruption, for over a century. 
This best and most famous of Chola kings seems to 
have spent the greater part of his time in the field 
against his neighbours. By A. D. 1002 he had pushed 
his victories as far as Ceylon. The  last inscription of 
his many triumphs is dated A. D. 1113. This describes 
him as having vanquished “ the twelve thousand ancient 
islands of the sea.” 

Apart from the war-like side of his character Riijii
riija seems to have been possessed of many of the milder 
virtues. He was a lover of art  and a devoted follower 
of Siva. H e  it was who built the great and beautiful 
Siva Temple a t  Tanjore. About this time he adopted the 
custom of prefixing his inscriptions with a short account 
of his exploits, an innovation for which history is much 
indebted to him. 

RAJANDRA CHOLA, 
U R I N G  the last years of his reign Rajaraja 

shared his throne with his son, Rajendra 
Chula, A. D. 1011-1044. This prince 

followed in his father’s footsteps, and his many long in
scriptions give full details of his victories. H e  sent a 
naval expedition to Lower Burma, conquering the 
Nicobar Islands on the way. H e  appears to have car
ried his successes as far as the Ganges, for he assumed 
the title of Gangai-Konda-Chola, or “ The Chola 
Conqueror of the Ganges.” H e  also named a town in 



29 


honour of this victory, calling it Gangai-Konda-
Cholapuram, and in 1022 made it his capital in prefer
ence to Tanjore. 

RAJADH~RAJADEVA 1. 
N order no doubt to avoid subsequent disputes 

and bloodshed Rajendra caused his nephew 
to mount the throne during his lifetime. This 

King-Riijadhiraja Deva I.-engagediin successful wars 
against the Cheras, Pandyas and Singhalese who appeared 
to have joined forces against him. An inscription 
records how he L (  cut off the beautiful head of Miinhbha
ramn,”  how he seized “Virakeralan of the broad ankle 
rings, and was pleased to have him trampled by his 

< <
furious elephant,” and, finally how he drove Sundira-
Paiidya, of great and endless fame,” to take flight bare-
headed, and how, in the fierce conflict, this monarch lost 
< L  his royal white parasol, his whisks of the hair of the 
white yak, and his throne.” 

That IZijadhiriija entertained a fairly high opinion of 
his own achievements is proved by his performing the 
Asvamedha, or Horse Sacrifice, a ceremony only ventur
ed upon by the mightiest and most successful monarchs. 
His career ended in 1053 when he was slain in battle. 

RAJADHIWAJA 81. 
iHE decline of Chola power began during the 

12th century. In the Pandyan war of succes
sion the Chola King and the King of 
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Ceylon took opposite sides, with the result that the 
former was defeated. The victorious Singhalese made 
use of the opportunity to pay off old scores. An inscrip
tion found near Conjeeveram gives a graphic account 
of the Chola’s consternation. I t  describes the ravages 

6 6of the invaders, very wicked men, all sinners against 
Siva,” and goes on to tell how they had “ removed the 
sacred door of the temple at  holy Rhmeswaram, obstruct
ed the worship, and carried off the treasures.” 

HE next king, Kulothunga 111. resumed the war 
against Ceylon. H e  defeated the Singhalese, , 
( 6  cut off their noses and drove them into the 

sea.” H e  also captured Madura, and set his own candidate 
on the Pandyan throne. After these victories he assumed 
the title of “ Conqueror of Madura and Ceylon.” 

N D E R  RAjarAja 111. (1216-1244) the Chola 
forces suffered a fatal reverse. The  country 
was invaded by the King of Pandya who burnt 

down Tanjore and Uraiyur. Before retiring the conqueror 
added insult to injury by returning the kingdom to the 
Cholar monarch as a gift. 

B O U T  this time a new power began to loom 
large on the southern horizon, that of the 
Hoysala Ballalas. They assisted the Cholas 

1 
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against the Pandyas, and established themselves near 
Sri Rangam, Trichinopoly. From being protectors and 
friends they rapidly became dictators and finally enemies. 

~ ~ A ~ 
ARLY in the 14th century the sudden invasion 

of the Muhammadans threw South India into 
direst confusion and terror. The enemy pene

trated as far as Rameswaram. The Hoysalas were des
troyed, and the path laid for the great empire of Vijaya
nagar. 

~~Y~~ ~ Y ~ A ~ 
S A N S K R I T  poem states that SCvappa Nayak 

(1544-1572) obtained the Kingdom of Tanjore 
by his own valour. The author of this assertion 

was the eldest son of the prime minister of the second 
and third Nayak rajas. In  flat contradiction of this an 
old Telugu poem tells how SCvappa received Tanjore, as 
dowry with his wife, who was sister-in-law to Achyuta 
Emperor of Vijayanagar. 

CH Y U T A P P A  (1572-1614) ascended the throne 
during his father’s lifetime, An inscription 
of his, dated 1577, is foundin the big temple 

at Tanjore. H e  was an enthusiastic patron of religion 
and letters, but his reign was troubled by the opposition 
of a descendant of the ancient Chola kings, the last of 
the line of whom there is any record. 
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N 1614 Achyutappa abdicated in favour of his 
son. H e  then retired to Sri Rangam, where 
he led a life of prayer and seclusion. The 

new king inherited his father’s taste for literature, and 
like him was a patron of religion. H e  built temples to 
Vishnu and Chatterams. His  war with Pandya ended 
by his marrying a Pandyan princess. 

LL this time Tanjore had been subservient to 
Vijayanagar, and although that great empire 
was on the wane, the Nayaks were paying 

tribute as late as A. D. 1611. In  their efforts to throw 
off the yoke they unwittingly assumed another-that of 
the Muhammadans. 

FALL OF THE NAYAKS,  
FEUD brought the Nayak dynasty to an end 

in 1673. The King of Tanjore refused to 
give a member of his family as wife to the 

hiadura monarch. The latter at once invaded the 
country and, advancing on the capital, killed the king. 

HE Maratha dynasty was founded by Venkaji, 
the son of a Bijapur Maratha General. H e  
had been ordered to assist a youthful son of 

the last Nay& King of Tanjore to establish himself on 
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the throne. This he did, but in the intrigues that fol
lowed he was persuaded to take the reigns of government 
into his own hands. By  this time European influence 
was already at  worlt in the country. In  1612 the Portu
guese had settled a t  Negapatam while that Danish ha8 
acquired Tranquebar in 1620. 

v ENKAJIS’ SUCCESSURS I 

E N K A J I ’ S  reign was troubled by constant wars. 
He left three sons, each of whom reigned in 
turn. 

Shahji, 1687-1711. 
Sarabhoji, 1711-1727. 
Tultkoji, 1728-1735. 

The last mas succeeded by his eldest son. This prince 
died Ivithin a year, and his widow, Sujana h i ,  assumed 
control. She was not left long in power. The  influence 
of the r\luhammadan Cotnmander of the Fort set a 
pretended nephew of Tukltoji upon the t h r o n e. 
JIeanwhile Saiyaji, the second son of King Tulrltoji, was 
at Pondicherry imploring help of the French. In August 
of the same year he succeeded without their aid, but  his 
stay at  Pondicherry had been fruitful in so far as it led 
to the French acquiring Kariltkal. 

PRATOP SINGH. 
AIYAJI was not a popular ruler, and was 

deposed in favour of Pratop Singh, an illegi
timate son of Tukkoji. Nine years after his 
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deposition Saiyaji applied to the Madras Government to 
restore him. H e  made his story so good that, regarding 
him as a much wronged prince, they agreed to do so on 
condition that he should bear the cost of the war and 
cede the Fort and territory of Devicotta. 

The first expedition consisted of 430 Europeans and 
1,000 sepoys. I t  failed, but the second, under Stringer 
Lawrence, and accompanied by young Clive, captured 
Devicotta, which was afterwards ceded by Pratop Singh, 
and a peace concluded, that prince being left in posses
sion of the throne. 

mIRATOP Singh was followed by Tulsaji, who 
died in 1787. This Raja only left one child, 
an illegitimate son named Sarabhoji. The 

young man’s claim to succeed being considered invalid 
he was passed over in favour of his father’s brother, 
Amar Singli. At the same time he was placed under the 
guardianship of the new Raja. Finding that his uncle 
was treating him cruelly the British removed Sarabhoji 
to Madras for safety. 

Sarabhoji employed his exile in petitioning for his 
father’s throne. His relations supported his demands 
until, finally, the Governor-General consented to depose 
Amar Singh. In 1798 Sarabhoji was declared Raja of 
Tanjore. Much as he had desired the position he so011 
wearied of it. Before long he suggested that the country 
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should be taken over and administered by the British. 
This was done. il suitable pension was assigned the 
Raja whose authority was thenceforward limited to a 
small area around the Fort. 

LASTRAJA. 

N 1824 Sarabhoji was succeeded by his son 

Sivaji. This Raja seems to have been an ab
solute non-entity. Writing of him the eminent 

niissionary Schwartz, who spent so much of his life in the 
< I 
country, says, T h e  King of Tanjore is, in the estimation 

of the ignorant, a prince who governs according to his 
despotic will, but he is in fact more a slave than a king. 
He seldom goes out, and often when he proposes to do so 
the Eralinians tell him it is not an auspicious day. This 
is sufficient to confine him to the house.” 

Si\-;Lji died in 1855 leaving three widows but no heirs 
to the throne. In  this way the last of the Tanjore 
dynasties came peacefully to an end. After flickering 
up for ;t brief space it snuffed out like a candle burnt 
clown to its socket. 
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